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Sargeant Memorial Collection at Slover Library  
The Premier Local History and Genealogy Collection  

 
NORFOLK, Va. – (December 2014) – The oldest public library local history and 
genealogy collection in Hampton Roads has a new home—two beautifully renovated 
floors in the historic Seaboard Building at Slover Library in downtown Norfolk. The 
Sargeant Memorial Collection (SMC) is the premier source for researchers, historians, 
students and residents looking for local historical and genealogical resources. 
 
The SMC boasts an extensive collection of images, maps, directories, newspapers and 
historical books. The collection also touts a highly dedicated staff, knowledgeable in 
genealogy, historic buildings, regional history and digital archiving.  
 
At Slover Library, the history of the region will come to life on the upper level of the 
Seaboard. The new digital interface provides access to historic images dating back to 
the early 1900’s. The room is filled with wall-sized touch panels to facilitate interactive 
searches and exploration of the SMC’s holdings, which include images on topics such 
as transportation, business, sports and neighborhoods. 
 
“The photographic collection includes images of the Hampton Roads region and 
Northeastern North Carolina,” said Eddie Woodward, archives coordinator and head of 
the Sargeant Memorial Collection. “When Slover Library opens, patrons will be able to 
access about 7,000 of the images through the iTouch screens. This technology brings 
these images to life. Viewers can enlarge the images on the screen to see even the 
smallest of detail. It’s quite impressive.”  
 
The library opens to the public on January 9, 2015. The Slover Library building spans 
three centuries in architecture: the historic Seaboard building (1800s), the Selden 
Arcade (1900s) and a new six-story tower with atrium. The 138,000-square-foot jewel 
will house traditional library functions as well as innovative technology and engaging 
community spaces. Monthly classes will be offered on genealogy basics and local 
history topics. SMC staff can be reached at (757) 664-7485 or localhistory@norfolk.gov. 
 
The Sargeant Memorial Collection was created in 1927 as a memorial to William Henry 
Sargeant who was Norfolk Public Library’s first librarian. He believed that libraries 
should have a space where local newspapers, city directories and materials about the 
locality should be kept for future generations.  
 



About Slover Library 
Slover Library, located at 235 E. Plume Street in Norfolk, will offer computers, internet 
access, interactive displays and a digital media lab. Collections will include adult 
popular fiction and nonfiction, a youth library and learning center, and teen services in a 
casual environment and access to popular teen offerings. Additionally, the community 
will be able to access high-tech civic meeting rooms and the important Sargeant 
Memorial Local History and Genealogy Collection. Slover Library will be among the 
most technologically advanced public libraries in the country. The library will be open 
Monday through Thursday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m. For information visit www.sloverlibrary.com or call 757-664-
READ (7323).	  	  
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