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Slover Library Foundation Names Harry Lester President 
NORFOLK, Va. – (August 18, 2014) – The Slover Library Foundation has elected Harry Lester as president to 
oversee the new Slover Library slated to open in January 2015. The Slover Library Foundation is a non-profit 
organization formed to manage the funds raised in support of the library. 

“Harry has demonstrated a unique ability to gather a community around a project,” said Norfolk Mayor Paul D. 
Fraim. “We have put him to work during the final months of construction to assist in bringing the library to life 
through civic engagement and world-class offerings.”  

The Slover Library, a $65 million project in downtown Norfolk, is the result of a generous $40 million donation 
from the Frank Batten family. Hampton Roads citizens raised an additional $6 million, exceeding the require-
ments of The Batten Challenge. The City of Norfolk contributed more than $22 million. Fundraising for the Slover 
Technology Reserve Fund will ensure the library provides the high-speed world of information at resident’s fin-
gertips. To participate in the campaign and to learn more, visit www.sloverlibraryfoundation.org. 

Lester was previously the president of Eastern Virginia Medical School (EVMS). Under his leadership, EVMS com-
pleted the Education and Research Building in the fall of 2011, which was renamed the Harry T. Lester Hall in 2013 
for his contributions to the school. He has also been credited with EVMS’ record levels of enrollment and philan-
thropic support. He was able to develop strong partnerships with Sentara Healthcare, Old Dominion University 
and Children’s Hospital of the Kings’ Daughters and the Hampton Roads community.

“This library is our village green,” said Lester. “The Slover will be an exceptional place. One that encourages com-
munity engagement, a place to convene thoughtful conversations on issues important to Hampton Roads and 
beyond. Right now our job is to share ideas on how to engage the public and welcome everyone in the region to 
this amazing, world-class library.”  

Lester will work with library staff as well as city and community leaders to develop the educational environment 
the Batten family envisions for the Slover Library. To learn more about Norfolk Public Libraries activities and 
programs, visit www.npl.lib.va.us.  

The 115-year old, architecturally significant Seaboard Building and a six-story futuristic tower designed by New-
man Architects from New Haven, Conn., are being combined to create an exciting blend of traditional library 
functions with advanced technology and  a variety of new community meeting spaces.

Slover Library, located at 235 E. Plume Street, will offer computers, internet access, interactive displays and a 
digital media studio. Collections will include adult popular fiction and non-fiction, a children’s library and learning 
center, and teen services with a casual environment and access to popular teen offerings. Additionally, the com-
munity will be able to access high-tech civic meeting rooms and the important Sargeant Memorial Local History 
and Genealogy Collection. The building will be LEED-certified (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 
and among the most technologically advanced libraries.


